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SUBJECT: 
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MISCELLANEOUS - INFORMATION CONCERNING 
(Nationalities Intelligence) 
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Subject, Director of National Investig ations Committee 
Aerial Phenomena , by letter of 9/22/58~requested particulars of 
Bureau 1 s participation concerning unidentified flyingi objectThe 
committee he heads is described on letterhead as M A"jiiivately sup¬ 
ported fact finding civilian committee serving the public interestsj^^ 
andihe lists several^jprominent individuals among M our Board member 
and Special Advisers^? He is a retired Marine. 

. '■>* Keyhoe^has been known "to the Bureau since 1935 and was, 

Hand 5 may still Hey> a ffcee-lanc e writer. In 1948 he was described by 
UMr. Nichols as “a^ fla&Tboyant*writer^and we have found from previous 
Hexperience that, muchnof his material is irresponsible.” In 1951 the 
ipirector-.-concurred with Mr. Nichols* statement that “We should not 
|get invoiVed with himV" 

As an example of his writing, the January, 1941, issue of / 
“Cosmopolitan” magazine carried an article written by Keyhoe and 
John J. Daly entitled. "Hitler*s Plan to Seize the United States 
Merchant Marine^" This article indicated the Bureau had in; its possession 
documents concerning such a plan by Hitler which indication was completely 

false< . tt -18 ^ 

The attached suggested letter to keyhoe responds in a very 
general way to his questions, some of which are extremely pointed such 
as "Have FBI Agents told witnesses not to talk about UFO sightings?" 
and "Does the Bureau make character investigations of UFO witnesses 
in some cases?" The answers which have been furnished are designed 
to avoid the charge we have not answered questions yet they are.broad 
in nature to avoid his apparent pointed inquiries. His request'for 
an interview with a Bureau official concerning our policy concerning 
unidentified flying objects has been side-stepped since there appears 
to be no point in discussing this matter further with hi m, JANAP 146 i s 
ACTION* De ^ ense document re reporting intelligence sightings. . j 

That the attached Suggested letter be forwarded to^keyhoePj* In 

viey^.of'. Air Force interest, copy of incoming with n co py 
62-103581 repl^b'Sing sent Air Force separately. 


Enclosure , , 
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Maicr Donald E./S^eyhoe, Director, 
national Investigations. Committee 
on Atrial Phenomena.. 

1536 Connecticut Avemie 
Washington 6, D. C* 

3 r =» till 


September 26* 1958 


t 


Dear Sirs 


In response to your letter of September 22, 1958, 
the following requested information is furnished* 

The Federal Bureau of Investigation does 
not investigate sightings of unidentified flying 
objects* when the details of such a sighting 
are reported to representatives of this Bureau, 
the information is forwarded to the Air Force* 



^ Bepresentatives of this Bureau do not issue 
^instructions to individuals who have sighted qrfe* 
co identified flying objects that they should noir 
40 talk about such sightings* ... '*£ 

<5 It is not a function of this Bureau to maife 
~ character investigations of individuals: who have % 
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witnessed unidentified flying objects* 

This Bureau does not have information on' 
ntified flying objects which can be re- rfl& t>> 

-d. This does hot:imply that this Bureau 'fL 

has information concerning ^unidentified flying 
objects which cannot be released* % J| 

It is understood! thk^'Jkk}^ 146 is a Department 
of Defense document and is not, as such, applicable 
to the operations of the Federal Bureau of Investigation* 
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Possible communication with extraterrestrial 
vehicles from another planet, should the unidentified 


_ ESSjjas See cover memo Donahde to Belmont, captioned 

if (6) > "Donald E* Keyhoe, Miscellaneous - Information «si'' f > 
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Major Donald £. Ktyhoa 


flying objects prove to be extraterrestrial* is not 
a function of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
This Bureau is* of course* Interested in any aspect 
of any development which would affect the internal 
security of the United States. 


Your letter of September 22* 1958* requested an 
interview with an official of this Bureau concerning the 
matter of unidentified flying objects and this Bureau*s 
policy in connection therewith. Since this Bureau*s policy 
in connection with unidentified flying objects has been 
fully set forth above* you may feel that the requested 
interview is not now necessary. 


Sincerely yours* 

J. Edgar Hooves 1 

rX 

r 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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NATIONAL INVESTIGATIONS COMMITTEE 
• ON AERIAL PHENOMENA 

MAJOR DONALD E. KEYHOE, Director 

1536 Connecticut Avenue 
Washington 6, D. C. 

NOxth 7-9434 
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Mr* J. Edgar Hoover ^ 

Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D.C. 
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Dear Mr. Hoover: 


Some time ago I wrote to you about the subject of unidentified 
flying objects, I congratulated you and the FBI for the exposure 
of- the so-called ”Venus swindle”; at that time I told you that 
this committee is making a serious, factual investigation of UFOs; 
we have a mass of verified evidence whioh disproves suggestions 
that these sightings are caused by mirages, hallucinations, etc. 

The standing and serious aim of our committee may be judged by 
examining a list of our Board members and Special Advisers. Among 
them are such distinguished citizens as: Vice Admiral R. H. 
Hillenkoetter, USN (Ret.), former director of the Central Intelli¬ 
gence Agency; Rear Admiral H. Knowles, USN (Ret.); Colonel Robert 
Emerson, USAR; Major Dewey Fournet, USAFR, formerly on the Air 
Force UFO project; Mr. J. B. Hartranft, president. Aircraft Owners 
and Pilots. Association; ani other citizens well known in the fields 
of education, religion, and science. 

I am writing to ask what part, if any, the Federal Bureau of In¬ 
vestigation plays in the official investigation of UFOsg) Some 
years ago. Air Force Intelligence officers once told me, FBI 
agents helped the Air Force interrogate witnesses on some occa¬ 
sions --* particularly when Air Force representatives were not '-o 
immediately.available. I understand that to a limited extent k 
this ohas occurred in the last year or so. I ha\e also been told£ 
that the FBI has 
collection 







(I has a general directive to help the Air Force in its-* 
of Shy UFO information. RECr 9/ / A * ^ «8 
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These of course would be normal functlbns of which anyone would 
approve. In this connection, however, we have rer c e i v ed-ae v e rer l 
reports which may or may, not be correct. We have been told that 
on certain occasions FBI agents ordered,or warnedV*wt$lie?s$!?8 
to UFO sightings not -,to discuss what they had seen, nor^to'reveal 
that they had been -interviewed officially. 
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A PRIVATELY SUPPORTED FACT FINDING CIVILIAN COMMITTEE SERVING THE PUBLIC INTERESTS 
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It Is possible that the agents suggested or advised such action, 
rather than giving direct orders* 

So far as I know there is no authority to command a private citizen 1 
to withhold such information and I am sure the FBI would not ap¬ 
prove of such orders without legal authority* I 

Also, we realize that in sane cases even a routine visit by an FBI 
agent could be misccnstrued as carrying serious Implications, even 
requiring silence* 

) We have been asked about this possibility several times, and I have 
been questioned once or twice during lectures. We should greatly , 
appreciate having whatever information you can give us so that we 
may answer such questions, correctly. 

Specifically we have been asked: 

D 0 es the FBI officially investigate UFO sightings in any way? 

Have FBI agents told witnesses not to talk about UFO sightings? 

D 0 es the FBI make character investigations of UFO witnesses in some 
cases? 

Does the FBI have any information on UFOs, which can be released? 

Is the FBI bound by JANAP 146, as regards the release of UFO sighting 
reports coming into itspossession? 

l 

Our Committee believes that censorship of UFO information is not 
warranted since the Defense Department has repeatedly declared there 
is no danger involved and no threat to national security. We believe 
on the contrary, that the policy of secrecy could under certain cir¬ 
cumstances lead to hysteria and possibly even panic. We should like 
to know whether, in the event that the UFOs prove to be extraterres¬ 
trial, the FBI has any assigned part in any official plan to prepare 

I for possible communication with extraterrestrial vehicles from 
another planet. 

Several of our Board members' have suggested that interviews with 
Federal agencies involved in this question could be of mutual bene¬ 
fit. If possible, I should like to have an interview with an FBI 
official acquainted with the facts, and with the FBI policy which 
may be Involved. Thank you for your consideration of these requests. 

Sincerely yours, 

DON AID E. KEYHOB/Major USMC (Ret.) 

1 Director of NICAP 
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62-103581 


Date; 


October 2# 1958 

Director of Special Investigations 
The Inspector General 
Department of the Air Force 
Building Tempo 2 
4th and Adams Drive» $ 9 W. 
Washington 25, D. C. 


From; John Edgar Hoover, Director 
S . Federal Bureau of Investigation a/ 

MISCELLANEOUS - INFORMATION CONCERNING 

(Nationalities Intelligence) 

For your information, there are enclosed two 
Photostats of a letter dated September 22, 1958, ad¬ 
dressed to this Bureau by the subject and two copies 
of this Bureau 1 s reply dated September 26, 1958, 

Enclosures - 4 
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1 - WFO (Enclosure - copy of Bureau reply to Keyhoe 

dated September 26, 1958) ^ 

/ / 

NOTE ; f 

Subjects letter made pointed inquiries relating to 
Bureau's participation in investigations relating to unidentified 
flying objects. Our reply was general in nature. Copies of 
incoming and Sse'reply being furnished to OSI since Air Force 
coordinates matters relating to unidentified flying objects. 
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Memorandum 
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NMENT 


-DIRECTOR^JFJBI' 


date: T/TOj 


from : WV»rSAC, NEW ORLEANS (62-0) 


subject: ^.NATIONAL INVES 


MISCELLANEOUS - INFORMATION CONCERNING 


Clerical employee WALTER F. MC CALL of the New 
Orleans Division advised that he is interested in aerial 
phenomena and wants to become a member of captioned organ- 
sx ization. This organization is directed by Ma.ior. DONALD,E. 

AKEYHOE, U . S. Marine Corps (Retired) , and is headquartered 
'\t“ 1536 Connecticut Avenue, N.W., Washington 6. D.^C .,,, 

MC CALL stated that, to his knowledge, the objectives of 
this organization, are to keep records of all sightings of 
unidentified flying objects and to make the information 
concerning them available to the public, as the organization 
feels that the U. S. Government is making an effort to 
suppress this type of information. 

Indices of the New Orleans Division are negative 
concerning captioned organization. The files of this Office 
reflect that in early 195(J V an article concerning a flying * 
disc appeared in True Magazine, written by one DONALb^KEHOE, J 
who is possibly identical with Major KEYHOE. 

The Bureau is requested to advise this Office of 
any information in its files concerning captioned organiza¬ 
tion and whether or not there would be any objection to a 
clerical employee of the Bureau becoming an active member of 
same. 


£2/- Bureau 
_ i - New Orleans 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 
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TO 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


date 4/18/63 



SAC, SEATTLE (100-26460)(RUC) 




NATIONAL INVESTIGATION COMMITTEE 
ON AERIAL PHENOMENA (NLCAP.) 
MISCELLANEOUS -'INFORMATION CONCERNING 
(NATIONALITIES INTELLIGENCE) 


9 


Re Norfolk airtel .to the Bureau, 3/29/63; Bureau 
letter to Norfolk, 4/8/63. 


On April 9, 1963.9 no listing for the captioned 
organization was located in the current Seattle telephone 
and city directories, or in the 1962 Aero Space Yearbook 
maintained at the Seattle Public Library. However, the 
captioned organization is indexed in the indices of the 
Seattle Public Library. - . 


On April 9 , 1963, SA CHARLES N. GIESE reviewed 
\ the forward to the book entitled, "Flying Saucers: Top 
///'Secret", by_J2alQ£_J)0NALD EXKEYHOE, U. S. Marine Corps, 


l PThis book, which'haV^De?jey _ l3ecifnal”' ; systern 

* $533• 69/K521FL, at the Seattle Public Library, 
by G » p ° Putnam's Son, New York, under a i 960 
"eb"has Library of Congress Catalogue Card number 
60 ^ 52 CTe^r-ward reveals substantially the same information 



furniehlf^fc^v^^reau letter to Norfolk, dated April 8 , 1963 , 


E a^also the author of the following books: 

1 ^ s, '-„ 
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"Flying Saucers from Outer fspace 11 / 


The latter book has ' Llb^^y3 0 ^'C^.ngresS,^jRt^J^|p^C_ard 







number 58-9588 




„2UA Bureau (Reg.) 

- Norfolk (Reg.) 
1 - Seattle 
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